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High-quality Development of Applied Universities:
Challenges, Strategies and Core Concepts

GU Yong-an
(Research Center for Applied Institutions, Changshu Institute of Technology, Changshu, Jiangsu 215500, China)

Abstract: In the new era, accelerating the high-quality development of applied universities is an inevitable
choice for China’s higher education to align with economic structural adjustment. This study focuses on three
aspects: challenges, strategies and core concepts for the high-quality development of applied universities. The
era of digital intelligence has posed a series of challenges to applied universities in building first-class smart
campus, adjusting professional layout, reforming education modes and methods, and reforming management
and service approaches. In order to meet these challenges and improve the quality of applied universities, it is
necessary to cultivate teachers with both industrial and educational backgrounds; build a number of
industry-education integrated courses, professional clusters, bases, colleges; and strengthen industry-education
integration mechanism; so as to build a strategic system for high-quality development. To this end, applied
universities should establish five core concepts: “Learning, Openness, Intelligence, Clustering and Integration”,
to keep in line with the pulse of the time and meet the needs of regional economic and social development.

Key words: application-oriented universities; high-quality development; digital intelligence era; strategy;

core concepts
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